
ILLOCUTIONARY
ENTRAPMENT

A person is illocutionarily entrapped iff:

 (i) they are placed in a morally compromised state of secrecy on another’s behalf, and

(ii) they cannot exit that state without incurring excessive and undue personal cost.

Being placed in secrecy No (fair)exitA double bind

Cost Exit

Kind

prudential/moral

Severity

excessive

Allocation

undue

A wrongful alteration of another’s normative situation, made
without consent, justification, or compensation, whether by

impermissibly imposing duties on them or by removing
options they were at liberty to take.

Immunity Violation

Direct imposition
(duty-creation)

violates when uncompensated whether the
violator is blameworthy

Indirect imposition
(duty-activation aka triggering)

violates only when 
the trigger is objectionable 

Entrapment by confiding
RING, PANEL

Entrapment by wrongdoing

Exit by waiver/release? Confided wrongs 
(second-personal)

Kunz, LAB

Lived wrongs 
(first-personal)
Huerta, Kafka

Three (closed) exits

Toward others
(disclosure, reporting, etc.)

Toward the wrongdoer
(confronting, accusing,

refusing, etc.)

Toward onself
(naming one's experience as

having been wronged)
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